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MEMORANDUM T0: Prosecution Section (Revort #90) 


THRU $ Executive Officer, ‘Yar Crimes Branch 


$ Killing of three hundred twenty Filtpino civilians and the 
wounding of four more by mombors of tho Imperial Japanese 
Army in the vicinity of Tanl, Batangas lrovince, Iuzon, P. I. 
during February 1945. 


II. SUMMARY OF SVIDEICE: 


Between 16 and 18 February 1945 mombers of the Imoerial. 
Javanese Army stationed at or near Taal, Batangas Province, P. I., pursued 
a definite plan of extermination of Filipino civilians in that vicinity. 
So broad in scope were the murderous activities of the Jupancse that it was 
imposeitle to identify many of the victims. However, the murder of at loast 
three Mundred twenty identified Filipino civilians by the Japanese has been 
established either by the testimony of eye witnesses or by the discovery of 
the mutilated bodies of the victims. 


About 0990 hours, 16 February 1945 the Japancse murdered the 
wife and two children of Desiderio BATHAN by bayonetting, at Dalig necr the 
shore of Taal Laxe (R-2). 


At approximately 3630 hours, 16 February 1945 in the barrio 
of Cubama, Japanese s>ldiers murdered more than one hundred Filipino civ 
ilians by shooting or bayonetting, and burned all their hougse (2-6, 7). 


. By 1000 hours, 16 February 1945, the Japanese had started to 
burn all the barrios in the vicinity of Taal. Approximately sixty PMlipino 
civilians inhabitants of Taal hastened to take reTuge from the Jaranese in 
& ravine. At about 1400 six or soven Japanese threw hand &renades into the 
ravine (2-13). Ten or fifteen persons were killed by the hand grenades, and 
of the survivors, thirty-five to forty pereons were machine-gunned by the 
Japanese and many others bayonetted. Their bodies were stuckod in piles of 
ten or more (R-14). Milagros BARRIO, a member or this group, received 
seventeen wounds in her body. ‘Yomen and children were blown to pieces by 
gronades (R-19). 


At aboutO3Cu hovrs, 16 Tobruary 1945, approximately one 
hundred fifty Filipino men, women and children sought refuge from the Jap- 
anese in a ravine dbetweon Maabud and Mulawin. At about 1460 that afternoon 
the Japanese began to fire into the ravine. Ther then proceeded to bayonet 
all the survivors whom they could find. Of one éroup of twenty in the ravine, 
there were two survivors (R-21). Of anothor group of sixteen, twelve were 
killed (R-23). 


At about’ 1190 hours, 16 February 1945, six Mlivino civilians 
fled to a bamboo grove near a sugar cane field belonging to Miguel /MAYUGA at 
Maabud. Two women in this group wore bayonetted $ death and two were wound- 
ed (R-29, 2u). 


At about 0900 hours, 15 Fohruary 1945, sixteen Filipino civ- 
ilians hid in @ ravine epproximately thirty weters east of Begong Calle, Oub- 
amba, Taal. At about 1100 hours five Japanese shot and bayonetted the en~ 


tire group (R-Z2). 
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On 16 February 1945, at approximately 1530 the Japanese kill- 
ed about forty men and one hundred and t® women and children who had hidden | 
‘in a ravine betwoen Iuntal and Munlawin. The Japanese used machine guns, 
hand grenades and bayonets, The victims were all tied together with a long 
rope prior to their slaughter (R-35). 


Approximately one hundred bodies of murdered Filipino civ- 
ilians wore discovered in the barrio of luntal (R-44). More than one hundred 
bodies in a pile about five meters long, two meters wide and ono meter high 
were discovered in a place betwoen the barrios cf Cultihan, Maabud and Luntal 
on 16 February 1945, These victime hac teen killed by machine guns, tifles 
bayonets ond hand grenades. Their hands were tied behind their backs (R-47), 


At about C8C0, 18 February 1945 approximately one hundred Fil- 
ipin> civilians to1k refuge in and around the hut of Severo MENDOZA, approx- 
imately ten paces away from the sugar mill of Mr. BADILLO in the barrio of 
Iuntal. Approximately sixt:; Japanese »xpened fire on the hut with machine gun 
and rifles and then sot it on fire. Only fivo pesple survived this massacre 
(R-57, 58). 
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